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Suffering is meaningful when offeredin union with Christ. It can purify, sanctify, and even assist in the

salvation of others through intercessory suffering. \ \
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Suffering is-a-testof faith and a tool for spiritual growth, under God’s control. It points believers to the cross and hope in
Christ’s return. /
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1. Suffering as Purlflcatipn 5 A
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Mystics often saw suffe; Qas a way to burn away selfishness, pride, and attachments, maki | pptive to
God. { T |
*Gregory the Great (on trlal{s] purlfy like fire. \
“*John of the Cross: the; a(Q‘ Nigh 'strlps away illusions and desires SO only God rema NS,
*Meister Eckhar etah‘M\‘gent | &QUffermg‘frees the ulfro self- Bnteredness.

4l W M A:m
R {l

: fgcm.&u

[ Ty SRR

h
il

N

2. Suffering as
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“Catherine a ; C ,
*Teresa of Avi
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Some mystlcs saw suffering not as contﬁadlc{lon to Go S a mysterious

«Julian of Norwicheverinherillness and visions of Christ’s agony, she heard the SeUTETGe “attohattbe etk
*Madame Guyon & Fénelon: abandonmept to suffering reveals the hidden mercy of God.:™

*Simone Weit:-afftiction(malheur) uncovers the depth of divine compassion, where God is closest.




4. Suffering as Comp? ‘Pn anEI Solidarity
y
Mystics often viewed tF\ |f Mn e{ufferlng as a way of entering more deeply into the pain of e
_ *Isaac of Nineveh: suff r; ig SOff ns the heart, giving birth to mercy. | \
*Thérese of Lisieux: h ‘3 ddensuffering was offere(bor souls, a pagticipatio
*Modern mystic8like , ,k ' vith

Bssion.
e world.

plll suff r gbrlng

:n’

5. Suffering a :

Finally, my
m -
Wlth opennes

when borne

—_—

-\ T1C1 C© |

: erlngfsweveﬁmtop

\

‘ Ip{me)ﬁriﬁs#e%mmg—the—passmns into love.

: — A
——— 7/\ ”, —\




an
5‘3

Nelson’s Five P r&adlgms of Suffering

M g ,
* The Moralwew! buglbt to be the most widespread understanding of the pr ol
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paradigm attrib ewlal‘p the sinfulness of of humanity.
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» Eschs tg L IS'View suf and into narratives of

esistar beration; this understa s that evil wi ill not have the last word.

2 | 5 — this paraqvlgm &&L € |mpac’} of suﬁeﬁﬁgemaeopt@but claims
that some suffermg ey be used to reclalm @rs and reestablish alife altering relationship with
God. J 4 :
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Adapted from: Nelson, S/ (2003). Facing evil: Evil’'s many faces: Five paradigms forunderstanding evil.
Interpretation, 57(4), 398-413. '
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Privation Theory
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* Key ldea: Evilis not a "thing"
God created, but a lack or
corruption of the good.

Theologians: Augustine,
Aquinas.

Implication: God only creates |
what is good; evil arises when ‘_ ‘ S
creatures fall away from the

fullness of good. Thus, God is

not the author of evil.
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